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Free Will in the Talmud and Midrash
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R. Hanina b. Papa made the following exposition: The name of the angel who is in charge of conception is ‘Night’,
and he takes up a drop and places it in the presence of the Holy One, blessed be He, saying, ‘Sovereign of the
universe, what shall be the fate of this drop? Shall it produce a strong man or a weak man, a wise man or a fool, a
rich man or a poor man?’ Whereas ‘wicked man’ or ‘righteous one’ he does not mention, in agreement with the view
of R. Hanina. For R. Hanina stated: Everything is in the hands of heaven except the fear of God, as it is said, And

now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear etc.
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AND THE CHILDREN STRUGGLED TOGETHER WITH IN HER. They sought to run within
her. When she stood near synagogues or schools, Jacob struggled to come out; hence it is
written, Before 1 formed thee in the belly I knew thee (Jer. 1:5). While when she passed
idolatrous temples, Esau eagerly struggled to come out; hence it is written, > The wicked are
estranged from the womb’ (Ps. 58:4).

N TRV 19 07 KR Noon v523 TIRbn
NYMI N9 PR 10N 191N YA OTR PR TP U oW WY TRIpna) ,TIRTPY WA ORIV ]2 0K
K11 K91 195K n72ama
Referring to this18 Ben ‘Azzai said: By your name you will be called, to your place you will be
restored and from what belongs to you will you be given. No man can touch what is prepared for
his fellow and ‘One kingdom does not interfere with the other even to the extent of one hair's
breadth’.
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R. Hanina further said: No man bruises his finger here on earth unless it was so decreed against
him in heaven, for it is written: It is of the Lord that a man's goings are established. How then
can man look to his way?
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IF THE SERPENT BITE BEFORE IT IS CHARMED (10:11)1: R. Abba b. Kahana said: Never
does a serpent bite unless it has been incited from Above, nor does a lion rend [its prey] unless it
has been incited from Above, nor does a government interfere with men unless it has been
incited from Above.
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Rab Judah has said in the name of Rab: Forty days before the creation of a child, a Bath Kol
issues forth and proclaims, The daughter of A is for B; the house of C is for D; the field of E is
for F!
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